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er” (Mark10:19). Jesus 
lists the commandments, 
but he also re-arranges 
them. Why would he do 
that? It may be that 
these changes reflect the 
reality of the rich man’s 
life. Wealth and riches 
often come at the ex-
pense of others and rela-
tionships. This man’s life 
has to be turned around 
so that he lives a life of 
giving to others, rather 
than one of gathering 
for himself and taking 
life away from others.  

The man listens but is 
taken aback. “All these 
things I have kept since I 
was a boy,” he replies. 
Did he think that Jesus 
would say something 
more profound? That 
Jesus would give him an 
easy access key to the 
kingdom?  

“Jesus looked at him 
and loved him” (Mark 
10:21).  

Jesus takes a deep, lov-
ing look at him. Eugene 
Peterson in a commen-
tary on the text figures 
that this is the key sen-
tence in the story, and in 
every life-story. Jesus 
looks at him and loves 
him. He looks and sees 

Mark 10:17-31 

Jesus and his disciples 
are on their way to Jeru-
salem. He knows what 
will happen once they 
arrive there. His way 
leads to the cross. So 
does the way of disciple-
ship. Jesus calls his disci-
ples to a childlike de-
pendence on God and a 
sacrificial way of living. 
This is what he says:  

Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny them-
selves and take up their 
cross and follow me. For 
whoever wants to save 
their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life 
for me and for the gospel 
will save it. (Mark 8:34-
35) 

I tell you the truth, any-
one who will not receive 
the kingdom of God like 
a little child will never 
enter it. (Mark 10:15) 

We are following the 
ONE who gives his life. 
He held nothing back 
but gave his whole self 
for others. Discipleship is 
costly. 

While all of this is hap-
pening, a man comes 
running to Jesus. He falls 

on his knees and asks a 
question. “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit 
eternal life?” Everything 
about him tells us that 
this is a serious question.  

“Good Teacher …” Jesus 
responds with a ques-
tion, “Why do you call 
me good? No one is 
good except God.” The 
man is in for the surprise 
of his life. Jesus is not 
just a teacher able to 
dispense knowledge and 
advice about eternal life; 
He is the source of life. 
His words are not just 
the advice of a good 
rabbi, they are the life-
giving words of God.  

Then Jesus continues, 
“You know the com-
mandments…” He refers 
the man to the second 
table of the Ten Com-
mandments, the so-
called ethical command-
ments about loving our 
neighbors. These com-
mandments call us to 
live in love in all the 
practical details of our 
lives. “You shall not mur-
der, you shall not commit 
adultery, you shall not 
steal, you shall not give 
false testimony, you shall 
not defraud, honor your 
father and moth-
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our hearts, and he does what is 
necessary to make us whole. That 
is love. 

Jesus notices the one thing that 
the man is lacking and confronts 
him with it. There are things in his 
life that have become too im-
portant to him; things that he 
doesn’t want to let go of; things 
that prevent him from following 
Jesus whole-heartedly. Jesus 
wants him to be free. “Go, sell eve-
rything you have, and give to the 
poor. Then come and follow me.”  

He is called to radical discipleship. 
But he cannot be a disciple unless 
he leaves behind those things that 
he is attached to (just like the fish-
ermen who had to leave their nets 
and boats). Jesus calls him to 
come free from the trappings of 
wealth. He offers himself as a sub-
stitute for the man’s possessions. 
Jesus claims his whole life. He 
wants to turn the man away from 
himself and his possessions to 
Christ and his neighbor. He calls 
the man to a new life, a sacrificial 
life, a life of childlike dependence 
on God. 

For the man in the story, this is 
sadly too much. His face falls and 
he goes away sad. You see, he 
had great wealth that kept him 
from following Jesus and living 
sacrificially in the Jesus way. 
Wealth does that to people. It 
changes our commitments; it 
takes possession of us. We be-
come more concerned with our-
selves than with the needs of oth-
ers.  

Jesus turns to his disciples and 
looks around. What will they do?  

And then he says, “Children, how 
hard it is for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God!” He is not talking 
about heaven. He talks about the 
Kingdom of God, the rule of God 
in our lives here and now; the 

kingdom of God that belongs to 
children and those who are like 
them; the kingdom of God that 
must be received like a child. Chil-
dren are not rich; they do not 
have many things, or qualifica-
tions, or knowledge, or resources 
to impress God with; they do not 
have credit or clout; they cannot 
pay their way, or repay God for his 
grace. They are powerless and 
completely depend on others. 
Children know how to live by 
grace. 

How hard it is to live by grace! “It 
is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of a needle than for a rich 
man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
What does that mean? Many at-
tempts have been made through-
out church history to make the 
metaphor more understandable. 
But Jesus is simply saying, “It can’t 
be done. It is impossible. No hu-
man being and no human effort 
can make this happen.”  

The disciples gasp for air. “Who 
then can be saved?” they asked.  

This may well be their greatest 
discovery. We lack what is neces-
sary to inherit eternal life. We do 
not have what it takes. We cannot 
make this happen. This discovery 
is the starting point of disciple-
ship. 

Jesus takes a deep, loving look at 
them. “With man this is impossi-
ble, but not with God; all things are 
possible with God.” It is not our 
efforts that count, but what God 
will do for and in us. We just have 
to let go of all the things that we 
are attached to. We have to be-
come poor and surrender our-
selves to the Lordship of Christ. 

What does this have to do with 
us? What does Jesus see when he 
looks at us? What are those things 
that we are attached to; those 
things that we struggle to let go 

Costly Discipleship ɉ#ÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÄɊ 
of; that make us 
forget our dependence on God? 
How does our attachment to 
things affect our discipleship and 
stewardship? What keep us from 
childlike surrendering to Jesus? 

by Gerard Booy 
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QUESTIONNAIRE: Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services  
Session is doing discernment about the Christmas services and how we could serve the congregation 

and community on Christmas Eve and Day. We would like to hear from you before we make a deci-

sion. We currently have three (3) services: 7 pm and 11:15 pm on Christmas Eve, and 10 am on 

Christmas Day. The 7 pm service is an intergenerational/family service, the 11:15 pm our “candle 

light” service, and the 10 am service a service of carols and readings with a short meditation. 

 

Which service(s) do you usually attend? (please check all that apply)  

Ã None 

Ã Christmas Eve 7 pm  

Ã Christmas Eve 11:15 pm 

Ã Christmas Day 10 am 
 

Would you please share with us how these services have helped you celebrate God’s love. 

 

 

 

What do you find most meaningful about the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services? What 

value does it have for you? 

 

 

 

How important are these services in helping you experience communion with others?  

 

 

 

In our discernment, Session is re-considering the number of services (do we need three?) and also 

the times of the service (does it have to be at the times we now have?).  

What would serve your spiritual needs best? Please let us know your preference. 

 

 

Some of the options are: 

Ã Changing the 7 pm family service to 6 pm for the sake of families with younger children.  

Ã Having two earlier services on Christmas Eve instead of a midnight service (e.g. 6 pm & 
7:30 pm).   

Ã Eliminating some of the services. For instance, having only one service earlier on Christ-
mas Eve with a service on Christmas Day; or keeping two services on Christmas Eve and 
canceling the Christmas Day service. 

Ã Eliminating Christmas Day and adding a “blue service” for lonely persons on December 
21. 

Ã Keeping everything the way it is. 
 

 

 

Please return your questionnaires to the church by November 1
st
.  

Thank you for your help.  
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    The Lord¡s Prayer 
Our Father which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done in earth,  
as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil:  
For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power,  
and the glory, for ever.  

Amen.  

Our Father in heaven, 
help us to honor your name. 

Come and set up your kingdom, 
so that everyone on earth will obey you, 

as you are obeyed in heaven. 
Give us our food for today. 
Forgive us for doing wrong, 

as we forgive others. 
Keep us from being tempted 

and protect us from evil. 

Several people ques-
tioned why we have 

not been using the tra-
ditional words of the 

Lord’s Prayer in church 
lately. It is hard to 

change, especially if 
one know the words 

by heart and are used 
to praying it from 

memory.  

BUT consider this… Over time 
language change, how accessi-
ble is words like “hallowed” and 
“Thine” to newer generations? 
Even the gospels were already 

translations of Jesus’ Aramaic or 
Hebrew words. 

One could ask, will God 
really lead us into temp-
tation? In exploring texts 
scholars decided a differ-
ent translation would be 

more accurate.  
 

A change in wording also 
confront us to think 

again about the meaning 
of what we are praying, 
rather than just reciting 

automatically. 

Our Father in heaven,  
    hallowed be your name.  

Your kingdom come.  
 Your will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our debts,  
 as we also have forgiven our debtors.  

And do not bring us  
to the time of trial  

but rescue us from the evil one.  
For the kingdom and the power  

and the glory are yours forever.  
Amen. 
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Our Father in heaven, 

may your name be kept holy. 

May your Kingdom come soon. 

May your will be done on earth, 

as it is in heaven. 

Give us today the food we need, 

and forgive us our sins, 

as we have forgiven those  

who sin against us. 

And don't let us  

yield to temptation, 

but rescue us from  

the evil one. 

https://m.facebook.com/notes/lords-prayer/the-ecumenical-english-language-liturgical-consultation-ellc/94897389668/
https://m.facebook.com/notes/lords-prayer/the-ecumenical-english-language-liturgical-consultation-ellc/94897389668/
https://m.facebook.com/notes/lords-prayer/the-ecumenical-english-language-liturgical-consultation-ellc/94897389668/
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Camp Douglas is near to the hearts of the many children, youth, parents, and grandparents 
who go to camp for retreats or during the summer. This year, children from our church 
were asked to answer a few questions about camp. Here are their answers.  
 

What did you like best about Camp Douglas? 
Savannah: Getting to see old friends from camp and meet new ones was great! I also felt I got closer to God this year through devotions and bible study. 
Alicia:  Knuckle ball and waterfront. 
Tristan: Knuckleball, tuck, and going to the beach with my friends. Knowing weôre safe.  
Theory: Field games because it gives me fresh air and strength.  
Katryna: The ocean part. I really like to swim.  
Chelsea: Field games. They were fun.  
 

Did you make any new friends? 
Savannah and Chelsea: Yes!  
Rebecca: I reconnected with two girls I met before at camp.  
Katryna: Most of the people I already knew. I got to know people more.  
Alicia, Tristan, Nigella, Orrin, and Theory named their new friends.  
 

Who was your favourite leader? 
Savannah: I think my favourite leaders would be Wonder and Red. This was my third year having Wonder as a cabin leader and I really like talking to her 
and having her as my cabin leader because she is fun and always makes camp that much more special. I felt her great energy definitely made me feel 
comfortable and happy to be able to learn so much more about God. Red is an amazing devotions leader with amazing deep conversations and amazing 
singing voice. It always made me want to sing and join in more and I just love how she always has so much energy to start the day. Even though she got 
a minor concussion she still continue to lead as normal and keep us involved and learning. I couldn't just choose one of them!!! 
Chelsea: Glucose. She was doing ninja rolls everywhere, and sheôs awesome.  
Alicia: Surf and Tetley.   Tristan: Knight.     Rebecca: Surf.  
Theory: Surf and Tetley.    Nigella: Brio.    Katryna: Rain.  
 

What was the best activity that you participated in? 
Savannah: Every year I always love knuckleball and I still do. I like how you can play team and free for all and I always love teaming up with my friends to 
take out the leaders. I also enjoy the forest games bcuz the forest is so beautiful. I don't always run but it's still fun getting to take a stroll and be able to 
play at my own pace! 
Alicia: Art.     Rebecca: Knuckleball. Forest games.  
Tristan: Knuckleball.    Theory: Painting rocks.  
Nigella: Making stuff with doughðin the craft cabin, I made a sea cucumber.  
Orrin: I made a beach ball.  
Katryna: I liked the forest games. One with dinosaurs. I like being around in the forestðitôs cool.  
Chelsea: Archery, cuz I never knew how to do it before.  
 

Tell one story from camp. 
Savannah: There are a lot of stories but the one that really stood out was the last night. My cabin all put our mattresses on the floor and had like a big 
slumber party. We had Mickey with us and it was so awesome and fun. 
Alicia: I found a red jelly fish.  
Nigella: I saw some deer, even a baby deer. Once when I was out in the field, I saw a baby deer and a mama deer right beside our cabin.  
Rebecca: Theory and Surf and I were jumping over the waves and it was really rough waves and I really liked it.  
Theory: Tristan and I were playing a race in the playground on the monkey bars and it was fun.  
Katryna: When I went to the cabin for the week, we put Justin Bieberôs posters all over the boysô cabin.  
 

How did God touch your life while you were at Camp? 
Savannah: God touched my life at camp this year and every year with and through the leaders and staff. They are always so welcoming and joyful all the 
time. They always support everyone and help make camp a unique adventure for everyone. The devotions with my cabin were always amazing and 
touching. I always love being able to talk to everyone there about God. 
Alicia: God watched over me by making sure I didnôt get hurt.  
Tristan: When we traveled in the ferry boat to Camp Douglas, God was with us making sure the boat and us were safe.  
Nigella: When I made my sea cucumber, I thought about how God made the sea cucumber.  
Orrin: When I saw the trees, I thought about how Jesus is Godôs power.  
Rebecca: God watched over my safety.  
Theory: God watched over me while I was on the beach and helped me avoid hurting myself on a barnacle.  
Katryna: Having the opportunity to go have fun and getting to know more people.  
Chelsea: When we all sing songs at campfire.  

Camp Douglas Testimonials 

Save the Date:  
May 13-15, 2015  

Haney Presbyterian Church 

FAMILY RETREAT  
at Camp Douglas 
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COURSES 
Deepen your understanding of the Christian Faith  
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CALLED TO BE STEWARDS 
Led by Dr. Kennon Callahan 

With support from Presbyterians Sharing, the Stewards by Design conference 
helps congregations think about their mission and ministry and find the re-

sources needed to do what God is calling them to do.  Participants explore the 
concept of stewardship as not just a financial matter, but also a spiritual matter 
concerned with all aspects of live.  The conference helps congregations grow 

generous givers, expand and strengthen their mission and ministry, make gener-
ous giving an ongoing, joyful congregational experience, and develop a concrete 

plan suited for their unique congregation.  
The application deadline for the April 2016 conference is Nov. 2, 2015.  

Presbyterians Sharing equips congregations for stewardship. 
Find out more: TddWIzzW_]bUld]_VQR|XQzbd]iQ_Zb-Ul-Z]bVPRz 

 

A WOMAN'S GUIDE TO READING THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 
A life-changing journey into the heart of God.  The format has the reader alternating between the 
Old Testament and the New Testament. Journaling one's thoughts and discoveries is strongly en-
couraged. Twice a month we meet over coffee starting November 1st. Please consider this a per-
sonal invitation to join us! for you. Contact Marla van Hilten for more information. 

PLEASE HELP! 
 

COOKIES 
The cookie table at the 
bazaar was a great suc-
cess! We are asking for 
volunteers to make 4-6 
dozen cookies (or more) 

for the cookie table.  
 

The youth love their 
snacks, but we are run-
ning low on cookies for 
the Youth Groups and 

would love to restock our 
supply. Please label your 
contribution as “Youth 
Groups”. We appreciate 
all the cookies that have 

been donated.  
 

 

OPERATION  
CHRISTMAS 

CHILD  
Operation Christmas Child 
provides an opportunity for 
people of all ages to be in-

volved in a simple, hands-on 
project of Samaritanôs Purse 

that focuses on the true mean-
ing of Christmas ï Jesus 

Christ ï Godôs greatest gift. 
How it works: Each shoebox is 

filled by Canadians with hy-
giene items, school supplies, 
and toys, and is given to chil-
dren regardless of gender, 

race, or religion. When cultur-
ally appropriate, copies of a 
book entitled The Greatest 

Gift, which has been translated 
into 130 different languages, 

are offered to children. 
Shoeboxes will need to be 
returned by mid-November. 

 

SYRIA CRISIS  
Until December 31 the GovΩt 
of Canada will contribute a 

matching amount for all eligi-
ble donations towards the 
άSyria Emergency Relief 

Fund.έ Please make your do-
nation payable to Haney Pres-

byterian Church and desig-
nate it towards άSyria Emer-

gency Relief FundέΦ  

https://www.netdirectories.com/~knox/oler2.cgi?1165

